it and Opportunity

Spir

d Ensemble

Win

for




Spirit and Opportunity

Instrumentation:

Piccolo

2 Flutes

2 Oboes

3 Bb Clarinets
Bass Clarinets
2 Bassoons

2 Alto Saxes
Tenor Sax
Baritone Sax
3 B> Trumpets
4 Horns in F
2 Trombones
Bass Trombone
Euphonium
Tuba
Contrabass
Piano
Timpani
Percussion

Performance notes:

Score is in C.

Accidentals apply only to the notes they immediately precede. Numerous courtesy accidentals are given.
All shifts in meter maintain the tempo of the largest common note value (i.e., J_.) ) unless noted otherwise.
If necessary, see the woodwinds ossia for mm. 106 - 108 and 233 - 236 following the score.

Contrabass could be amplified.

Unless noted otherwise, all beaters should be the most usual for the instrument.
Duration: 10' 00"

Program:

Spirit and Opportunity takes its name from the two Mars Expedition Rovers that have so famously exceeded their expected length of
mission. The names were chosen in an essay contest won by nine-year old Sofi Collis, and express her hope that her dreams of a
better life could come true. While some programmatic elements from the Mars mission have been written into the music (imitations
of the bounce landings, robotic movements, etc.), the music aims to express similar optimism.

The rovers landed three weeks apart on opposite sides of Mars wrapped in inflatable airbag cocoons, bouncing and rolling to a stop,
where they unwrapped themselves, extended their wheels, cameras, solar panels, and instrument arms, and rolled onto the surface.
The rovers are equipped with high-definition cameras and other sensors, and various tools for digging, grinding rock, and analysis.
Solar panels provide power. They rove, collect pictures and samples, and communicate with mission managers on Earth once a day,
uploading their collected data and receiving all commands for their maneuvers for the next day. The rovers are robots, after all, and
so take nothing personally in their arduous work in an extremely isolated, remote, and harsh environment, not even that their ultimate
fate was known at the outset.

Opportunity is still operating at the time of this writing. Spirit has not been heard from since March 22, 2010, though communication
efforts continue.

Percussion map:
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